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Class VI - Geography 

The Earth – Our Habitat 

1. Age of the earth – 4,600 million years ago. 

2. Age of life on earth – 3,500 million years ago. 

3. Solar system – The sun, the nine planets and their satellites, asteroids, comets and meteoroids. 

Lesson 1: The Earth in the Solar System 

1. Star – The twinkling object in the night sky. They have their own light and heat 

2. The Sun is the nearest star to the Earth. There are millions of stars in the Milky Way Galaxy. The 

Universe contains billions of such galaxies. 

3. Planets – Objects that do not twinkle in the night sky. They have no light of their own. 

4. The Sun, the planets and the stars are called heavenly or celestial bodies and these constitute the 

Universe which is finite. Besides celestial bodies, the Universe contains vast clouds of gas and dust. 

5. A group of stars that forms a definite pattern is called Constellation. A group of seven stars in the 

northern sky that resembles a question mark (?). This constellation is called Ursa Major or the Great 

Bear. 

6. Venus is called morning or evening star. It can be seen in the sky just before sunrise and after sunset. 

In Manipuri, we call it Sajik and Thaba. 

7. The science of studying stars and other heavenly bodies of the Universe is called Astronomy. 

8. The Pole Star or the Polaris indicates the North because it shines directly above the North Pole of 

the Earth. 

9. A galaxy is a huge system of stars. It contains millions of stars. The Solar System is a part of our 

galaxy Milky Way Galaxy (Ningthou Turel in Manipuri). There are billions of such galaxies in the 

Universe. 

10. The Nine Planets – Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, Uranus, Neptune, Pluto. 

11. Saturn has many rings made up of rock and ice. Jupiter, Uranus and Neptune have also faint rings 

which cannot be seen from the earth. 

12. The Sun is made up of hot, gaseous matter. 

13. Our earth is at a distance of 150 million kilometres from the Sun. 

14. It is believed that the Solar System was born out of a moving cloud of gas and dust called Nebula. 

The central part of the nebula became the Sun. The remaining materials were condensed into balls 

of gas and dust. Later, they became planets. 

15. The sun controls the movement of the planets. This controlling force is called the force of gravity. 

16. The path in which planets move around the sun is called orbit. 

17. Some of the heavenly bodies move around the planets. They are called satellites. 

18. Eratosthenes, a Greek mathematician, calculated the size of the earth fairly accurately by applying 

geometry about 2300 years ago. 

19. Asteroids - numerous small bodies which revolve round the sun between the orbits of Mars and 

Jupiter. They are thought to be the parts of some exploded planets. The largest asteroid is Ceres. 

20. Asteroids collide and with one another and break into smaller pieces called Meteoroids. 

21. When meteoroids enter the earth’s atmosphere, they get heated by the friction and burn 

themselves. Thus we see shooting stars or meteors in the night sky. 
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22. Sometimes unconsumed parts of meteoroids fall on to the earth and they are known as Meteorites. 

They create large craters on the earth’s surface. 

23. The meaning of the word Earth is wanderer. It is third nearest planet to the sun and in size, it is the 

fifth planet. 

24. The surface temperature of the earth is most suitable for the existence of life. 

25. The earth takes 365 days and 6 hours to complete a full journey round the sun. We call it one year. 

26. The shape of the earth is called Geoid which means earth-shaped. Spherical in shape but slightly 

flattened at the poles. 

27. Our Earth is made up of land and water. But the portion of water is much larger than the land 

portion. Because of this, earth appears blue in photographs taken from space. So, it is called the blue 

planet. 

28. ARMALCOLITE is a new mineral found on the moon. It was named after Apollo 11 astronauts: 

ARMstrong, ALdrin and COLlines. 

29. The Moon is the brightest object in the night sky. It is the only satellite of the earth. It is about 

384,400 kilometres away from the earth. 

30. The moon spins on its own axis and it also revolves round the earth. Every time it circles the earth 

once, it spins once on its axis. Thus it takes almost the same time i.e. 27 days and 8 hours to 

complete both the movements. Because of this, we always see the same side of the moon. The other 

side is not visible to us. 

31. Neil Armstrong was the first man to set foot on the moon. He was one of the three astronauts of 

Apollo 11. 

32. Living beings need air and water to live. There is no life on the moon because it has no air and water. 

It is extremely hot by day and very cold at night. 

33. The surface of the moon is covered with dust. There are mountains, valleys and large craters on the 

moon. Valleys are filled with dry rocky materials. 

34. The moon has no light of its own. It shines because it reflects light from the sun. 

35. When the other side of the moon faces the sun, the side which faces the earth remains dark. So we 

cannot see the moon. This is called the New Moon. Gradually, the shape grows in size from a 

crescent to Full Moon in 15 days. The Full Moon slowly disappears again in another New Moon. 

These changing shapes are called the phases of the Moon. 

36. One complete phase i.e., from a new moon to another new moon is of 29 days and 12 hours. 

 

Lesson 2: Globe and Maps 

1. The small model of the earth is known as Globe. 

2. A globe gives us a clear vision of the shape of the earth. It shows the North and the South Pole, 

latitudes and longitudes, oceans and continents etc. 

3. The earliest globe was made in Greece about 2150 years ago. 

4. The north-south line of the globe is slightly tilted because the axis of the earth is inclined at its 

orbital plane. Because of this inclination, we enjoy different seasons on the earth. 

5. As the globe represents the whole earth, the details of a region cannot be shown on it. 

6. A map is a drawing of the earth or a part of it on a piece of paper. On maps, the details are shown in 

the form of symbols, colours, words, etc. Thus, a map contains as many facts as a big book. 

7. The word map is derived from the Latin word mappa meaning a napkin or overcloth. 
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8. The science of map-making is known as Cartography. 

9. The oldest map was in the form of clay tablet and it was made in 2500 BC. 

10. Egyptians used to engrave maps on metal plates. It was an Egyptian geographer who made map 

making a science. His name was Ptolemy. 

11. Distance, Direction and Symbol are the three essential components of a map. 

12. Maps are drawn by reducing the size of the earth. This happens by scale. 

13. A scale shows the relation between the distance on the map and its corresponding distance on the 

ground. 

14. When large areas of the earth are shown on a small map, it is called a small-scale map. And if a small 

area is shown with many details it is called a large scale map. 

15. The Cardinal Points of a map are the four major directions – North, South, East and West. 

16. In between the cardinal points there are four intermediate directions viz., north-east (NE), north-

west (NW), south-east (SE) and south-west (SW). 

17. The instrument used to find the direction is known as Compass. It was first invented by the Chinese. 

18. The needle of the compass always points to the north. 

19. Symbols are the representation of features like trees, roads, buildings, rivers, etc. in a map. The use 

of symbols saves space and more information can be given in a map. These symbols are used in 

different maps all over the world. They are called conventional symbols. 

20. Conventional Symbols are called the alphabets of a map. 

21. Water bodies are shown in blue. Roads and human settlements are indicated in red. Railway lines 

are shown in black. Post office and Telegram office are represented by the letters PO and TO 

respectively. 

22. Maps showing a particular topic or theme such as rainfall, vegetation, population etc. are called 

thematic maps. 

23. A plan is the layout of a building or school drawn to scale. A plan shows a small area in great details 

as the length and breadth of various rooms, doors, windows etc., whereas a map shows only 

important features of an area. 

24. A sketch is a rough drawing of anything. Maps and plans are drawn to scale but sketches are drawn 

without scale. These are meant for guidance of someone to locate places. 

 

Lesson 3: latitudes and longitudes 

1. The two reference points of the earth’s surface are the North Pole and the South Pole. 

2. The top of the globe is the North Pole and the bottom is the South Pole. 

3. The largest circle that we can draw on a globe midway between the two poles is called a great circle. 

This imaginary circular line in the middle of the two poles is known as Equator. 

4. The equator divides the globe into two equal halves. The northern half is called the Northern 

Hemisphere and the southern half is known as the Southern Hemisphere. 

5. Equator and meridians of longitude are great circles because their centres are coincide with the 

centre of the earth. 

6. The North Pole is located at 90° north of the equator. We call it 90°N. Likewise, the South Pole is 

located at 90° S of the equator. The value of the Equator is 0°. 
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7. The angular distance from the equator to the north pole or south pole is 90°. We can draw 90 

parallels of latitude at an interval of 1° in the northern and southern hemispheres. These imaginary 

lines are drawn on the globe parallel to the equator. They are called latitudes. 

8. Parallels of latitudes become smaller and smaller as we go from the equator towards the poles. 

9. Each degree (°) is divided into 60 equal parts. Each part is known as minute (‘). 

10. Each minute (‘) is divided into 60 equal parts. Each part is known as second (“). 

11. Four another important latitudes are the Tropic of Cancer (23°30’ N), the Tropic of Capricorn   

(23°30’ S), the Arctic Circle (66°30’ N) and the Antarctic Circle (66°30’ S). 

12. On 21st June the sun is overhead at the Tropic of Cancer. Likewise, on 22nd December the sun is 

overhead at the Tropic of Capricorn.  

13. The region between the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn is the hottest on the earth. 

Therefore it is known as Torrid Zone. 

14. The area between the Tropic of Cancer and the Arctic Circle and the Tropic of Capricorn and the 

Antarctic Circle are neither too hot nor too cold. They are called Temperate Zones. North Temperate 

Zone is in the northern hemisphere while South Temperate Zone is in the southern hemisphere. 

15. The region between the Arctic Circle and the North Pole and the Antarctic Circle and the South Pole 

are very cold. So, they are known as Frigid Zones. North Frigid Zone lies in the northern hemisphere 

whereas South Frigid Zone is in the southern hemisphere. 

16. A number of imaginary lines are drawn vertically by joining the two poles of the earth. They are 

called meridians of longitudes. 

17. The longitude which passes through Greenwich Observatory near London is called the Prime 

Meridian. It is numbered 0°. 

18. The semi-circle directly opposite to the Prime Meridian (on the other side of the earth) is 180° 

longitudes. East of Prime Meridian up to 180° is known as the Eastern Hemisphere and is denoted 

by the letter E while west of the Prime Meridian up to 180° is called the Western Hemisphere and is 

denoted by the letter W. 

19. All the meridians of longitude are equal in length. 

20. The distance between two meridians decreases as we go from the equator to the poles. Two 

opposing meridians together form a circle whose centre coincides with the centre of the earth. 

Therefore, all meridians of longitude are great circles. 

21. The parallels of latitude and the meridians of longitude form a network of squares. This network is 

called grid. 

22. The meeting point of parallels and meridians helps us to locate a place on the earth. 

23. The word meridian comes from a Latin word meaning midday. All places on the same meridian of 

longitude have midday at the same time. 

24. Longitude of a place is the angular distance east or west of the Prime Meridian. 

25. When the sun is overhead at the longitude where we are, we call it noon or midday. This is our local 

time. The sun cannot be overhead at two meridians at once. So the local time is measured from the 

noon of the overhead sun varies from one meridian to another.  

26. The earth turns 15° in 1 hour or 1° in 4 minutes. Thus for 15° of longitudinal difference, the time 

difference will be 1 hour. 

27. The earth is divided into 24 time zones of 1 hour each. 

28. The local time of a central meridian of India is taken as the standard time for the whole country. The 

Standard Meridian of India is 82°30’ E. The local time of this meridian is followed all over the 

country. This is known as Indian Standard Time (IST). 
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29. The Indian Standard Time is 5 hours 30 minutes ahead of the Greenwich Mean Time (GMT). 

 

Lesson 4: motions of the earth 

1. Axis is the imaginary line that joins the north pole and the south pole through the centre of the 

earth. 

2. The spinning of the earth continuously on its axis is called rotation. 

3. The earth takes 24 hours to complete one rotation. We call it a day. 

4. The earth is a sphere and therefore, the sun can light up only half of it. The half, which gets sunlight, 

has day and the other half, which does not, has night. Due to rotation every part of the earth gets 

sunlight, turn by turn. 

5. The sun seems to move from east to west because the earth rotates from west to east (an 

anticlockwise direction). 

6. The motion of the earth around the sun is called revolution. In this movement, the earth follows a 

fixed path known as orbit. The shape of the orbit is ellipse. 

7. The earth takes 365 days and 6 hours to complete one revolution. We call it a year. But there are 

only 365 days in a year. The remaining 6 hours, after 4 years, become 24 hours or one additional 

day. So, for every 4 years we add 1 day to the month of February. February has 29 days instead of 28 

days once in every 4 years. 

8. The year that has 366 days is called leap-year. 

9. The Earth is spinning on its axis at a speed of 1,666 kilometres per hour. 

10. The Earth moves around the sun at a speed of about 1 lakh kilometres per hour. 

11. The axis of the earth is inclined at 66
 

 
 ° to the plane of the earth’s orbit. 

12. On June 21, the sun is overhead at the Tropic of Cancer (23°30’ N) and the northern hemisphere has 

the longest day and the shortest night. This is summer solstice for the northern hemisphere. 

13. In Norway, the sun can be seen even at midnight. It is called midnight sun. 

14. On June 21, the southern hemisphere has the longest night and the shortest day. This is called 

winter solstice for the southern hemisphere. 

15. On December 22, the sun is overhead at the Tropic of Capricorn (23°30’ S) and the southern 

hemisphere has the longest day and the shortest night. This is summer solstice for the southern 

hemisphere. 

16. On December 22, the northern hemisphere has the longest night and the shortest day. This is called 

winter solstice for the northern hemisphere. 

17. At the North Pole and the South Pole the days and nights are six months long. 

18. On March 21 and September 23, the sun’s rays fall vertically at the equator (0°). On these two days, 

day and night are of equal length all over the world i.e. 12 hours of day and 12 hours of night. These 

two days are called equinoxes. 

19. March 21 is the spring season in the northern hemisphere so it is known as vernal equinox and 

autumn in the southern hemisphere so it is known as autumnal equinox. 

20. September 23 is the autumn season in the northern hemisphere so it is known as autumnal equinox 

and spring in the southern hemisphere so it is known as vernal equinox. 

21. Places located at the equator have equal length of day and night all the year round i.e. 12 hours 

daylight and 12 hours darkness. 
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Lesson 5: four realms of the earth 

1. The realm of land is called lithosphere, the realm of water is called hydrosphere and the realm of air 

is called atmosphere. 

2. The narrow zone where land, water and air meet is called biosphere. It is the fourth realm of the 

earth and it supports life. 

3. One of the reasons for supporting life is that the earth has plenty of water on its surface. The first life 

on the earth is originated in water.  

4. The outer solid layer of the earth is called crust or lithosphere. The word lithosphere comes from a 

Greek word Lithos which means rock. So, the crust or lithosphere is made up of rocks. 

5. About one-third of the earth’s surface is occupied by land and the rest is covered with water 

6. Vast land masses rising above the sea level are called continents. 

7. There are seven continents in the world. They are Asia, Europe, Africa, North America, South 

America, Australia and Antarctica. 

8. The continents are separated from one another by huge bodies of water called oceans. 

9. The level of the oceans is all the same and this level of water is called the sea level. 

10. About 250 million years ago, all the continents were joined to form one huge landmass called 

Pangea. 

11. Asia is the largest continent in the world. 

12. Europe and Asia continents form a single landmass. They are separated by the Ural Mountains and 

the Black Sea. These two continents are collectively known as Eurasia. 

13. Africa is the second largest continent next to Asia. The equator passes through the middle of this 

continent. But the portion lying in the northern hemisphere is bigger than the part lying in the 

southern hemisphere. 

14. North America and South America are connected by a narrow strip of land called the Isthmus of 

Panama. North America lies in the northern hemisphere while the South America lies in the 

southern hemisphere. 

15. Australia is the smallest continent. It lies in the southern hemisphere. Since it is small and 

surrounded by oceans on all sides it is called Island Continent. 

16. Antarctica is situated in the southernmost part of the earth. The South Pole lies in the centre of this 

continent. This continent is covered by thick ice all the year round and seen as snow-white. 

Therefore, it is also known as the White continent. 

17. The Climate of Antarctica is not suitable for human habitation. 

18. There are three Major Landforms of the earth. Highland region having pointed peaks are called 

mountains. Highland regions having flat summits are known as plateaus. Lowland regions of flat and 

level surface are called plains. 

19. Mountains rise several thousand metres above the sea level. When such highlands form a long 

chain, they are known as mountain range. At some places, they may occur in a series of parallel 

ranges. The Himalayas in the north of India have three parallel ranges. 

20. Young mountains are very high but old mountains are low and rounded. Old mountains become low 

and rounded because they have been eroded over the years. 

21. The Himalayas and the Rockies are young mountains while the Aravallis and the Urals are old 

mountains. 
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22. Mountains are not suitable for human settlement because it is difficult to construct roads and 

railways in such highlands. 

23. The highest point on the earth’s surface is Mount Everest (8,848 m) in the Himalayas (Asia). 

24. Mt. Elbrus (5,633 m) is the highest peak in Europe. 

25. Mt. Kilimanjaro (5,895 m) is the highest peak in Africa. 

26. Mt. McKinley (6,194 m) is the highest peak in North America. 

27. Mt. Aconcagua (7,022 m) is the highest peak in South America. 

28. Mt. Kosciusko (2,230 m) is the highest peak in Australia. 

29. Vinson Massif (4,897 m) is the highest point in Antarctica. 

30. Plateaus look like a table and hence it is known as tableland. 

31. The highest plateau in the world is the plateau of Tibet. It is often called the roof of the world. 

32. Plateaus are moderately populated. 

33. Plains are found along the sea coasts or in the river valley. 

34. Rivers originating from mountains carry large amount of silt. They deposit the materials either in the 

sea or along their banks. These deposits are responsible for the formation of plains. 

35. Silt deposits made by rivers are known as alluvium. Alluvial deposits form the most fertile lands. 

Thus, plains are suitable for agricultural activities. And plains are thickly populated. 

36. The island of Mauna Kea in Hawaii is a submarine mountain. It is 10,203 m high if it is measured 

from the ocean bed – higher than Mt. Everest. 

37. Water is collected in large depressions of the earth. Thus, oceans, seas, lakes, rivers are formed. 

These water bodies are collectively known as hydrosphere. 

38. There are four oceans on the earth’s surface. They are the Pacific Ocean, the Atlantic Ocean, the 

Indian Ocean and the Arctic Ocean. The Pacific, the Atlantic and the Indian Oceans meet in the 

southern part of the earth to form the southern ocean. 

39. The Pacific Ocean is the largest and the deepest in the world. The Mariana Trench, off the Guam 

Islands in the Pacific, is 11,022 m deep. 

40. The Atlantic Ocean is about half the size of the Pacific. It resembles the letter S in shape. 

41. The Indian Ocean does not open out to the north because it is bounded by the continent Asia. 

Therefore, it is called half an ocean. 

42. The Arctic Ocean is located around the North Pole. Being situated in North Frigid Zone, it remains 

frozen for most of the part of the year. This ocean is not important for trade and navigation. 

43. Like the surface of the continents, the ocean floor has also mountain ranges and deep valleys. 

44. The blanket of air surrounding the earth is called atmosphere. It extends up to 1,600 Km from the 

earth’s surface. 

45. The atmosphere is made up of gases like nitrogen, oxygen, carbon-dioxide, argon, etc. 

46. Nitrogen is the most dominant gas. It constitutes about 78 % of the atmosphere. It helps the living 

organisms to grow. 

47. Oxygen, the life of human beings, constitutes about 21 %. 

48. The remaining 1 % is made up of other gases like argon, carbon-dioxide, hydrogen, etc. 

49. The air is very dense near the surface of the earth. It becomes thinner and less dense when we go 

high up in the sky. The atmosphere keeps us warm and protects us from the harmful effects of the 

rays of the sun. 

50. Plants need carbon-dioxide for their survival. The air we exhale is carbon-dioxide which plants take 

in. the plants, on the other hand, release oxygen which we inhale. So, there is a cycle in the 

atmosphere which helps in maintaining the natural balance on the earth. 
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51. Biosphere extends a few kilometres above and below the sea level. Human beings, plants, animals, 

birds, fishes and other microbes are found in this realm. 

52. Human beings are called Man because they can make decisions based on reason. Thus, we often say 

Man is a rational animal. 

53. All the realms of the earth are inter-related. When something happens to one realm that will affect 

other realms too. Therefore, we must try not to disturb the realms of the earth as much as we can. 

  

Lesson 6: our country – india 

1. India is the seventh largest country in the world. It extends from 8°4’ N to 37°6’ N latitude and 68°7’ 

E to 97°25’ E longitude. It has an area of 3.28 million square kilometres. 

2. India is the second most populous country after China. It is the home of 16% of the world’s total 

population. 

3. India is a land of many religions, languages, cultures and traditions. This variety has enriched the 

heritage of our country. We are proud of our culture and heritage. 

4. India is located in the southern part of Asia. It lies in the northern hemisphere and the Tropic of 

Cancer passes through the middle of it. And it also located in the eastern hemisphere. The Indian 

Ocean helps the country to link both the eastern and the western world. Thus, India is connected 

with South-East Asia and Australia on the east. On the west, it is also connected with Africa, South-

West Asia and even Europe and Americas through the Suez Canal. 

5. Seven countries have common boundaries with India. They are Bangladesh and Myanmar on the 

east, Pakistan and Afghanistan on the north-west. China, Nepal and Bhutan on the north. 

6. In the south, India has two island neighbours. They are Sri Lanka separated by Palk Strait and Gulf of 

Mannar and Maldives. 

7. Five Physiographic Divisions of India – 

a. The Himalayan Region 

b. The Northern Plain 

c. The Great Indian Desert 

d. The Southern Plateau 

e. The Coastal Plains and Islands 

8. The Himalayan Region – Himalayas means abode of snow. The Himalayas are young mountains and 

they are also known as Fold Mountains. There are three parallel ranges in the Himalayas. They are 

Greater Himalayas (Himadri) in the North – the tallest, the Lesser Himalayas (Himachal) in the 

middle, and the Outer Himalayas (Siwaliks) in the south. 

9. Mount Everest is in the Greater Himalayas in Nepal. Highest peak in India is Mount Kanchenjunga 

(8598 m) in Sikkim. Beautiful hill stations like Shimla, Mussoorie, Nainital and Darjeeling are located 

in Lesser Himalayas. Flat valleys called duns (e.g. Dehra Dun) are in Siwaliks. 

10. The Himalayas extend southwards as the Patkai, the Naga, the Manipur and the Mizo hills in the 

north –eastern part of India. These hill ranges are known as the North-Eastern Hills or the 

Purvanchal. 

11. The Northern Plain – it lies to the south of the Himalayas. It extends from Punjab in the west to 

Assam to the east. It is formed by the deposition of silt brought by the Indus, the Ganga and the 

Brahmaputra. It is the most fertile region in the country. 
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12. Tributaries are the smaller rivers or streams that join the big rivers. Five tributaries of river Indus are 

the Satluj, the Beas, the Ravi, the Chenab and the Jhelum. They flow mainly in Pakistan. 

13. A delta is a triangular landmass formed at the mouth of a river due to the deposition of silt. 

Sundarbans is the largest delta in the world. 

14. The Great Indian Desert – the western part of the northern plain is a dry sandy land receiving very 

little rainfall. It becomes desert and it is called the Thar Desert or the Great Indian Desert. It is 

located in the western part of Rajasthan. 

15. In the desert, there are low hills of loose sand called sand dunes. The Indira Gandhi Canal carries 

water of the Satluj to the dry areas of Rajasthan. 

16. The Southern Plateau – the triangular landmass lying to the south of the great plain which is a 

plateau and the oldest part of India surrounded by the Arabian Sea, the Indian Ocean and the Bay of 

Bengal. 

17. The landmass surrounded by the sea on three sides is called a Peninsula. The southern plateau is 

also known as Peninsular Plateau. This plateau is made up of hard rocks and is rich in minerals. 

18. River Narmada divides the southern plateau into two parts – the Malwa Plateau in the north and 

the Deccan Plateau in the south. 

19. The Deccan Plateau is bounded by the Eastern Ghats on the east and Western Ghats on the west. 

The Western Ghats are higher and continuous while the Eastern Ghats are lower and discontinuous. 

The two Ghats meet at the Nilgiris and extend further as the Anaimalai and Cardamom hills in the 

south. 

20. Anai Mudi (2,695 m) in the Anaimalai hills is the highest peak of the southern plateau. 

21. The Deccan plateau slopes from west to east. Note that the Narmada and the Tapti are the two big 

rivers that fall into the Arabian Sea. 

22. The Coastal Plains and Islands – On both sides of the southern plateau, there are narrow strips of 

plain all along the Arabian Sea and the Bay of Bengal. They are called Coastal plains. The eastern 

coastal plain is wider and more fertile. The southern part of the eastern coastal plain is known as 

Coromandel. 

23. Rivers like Mahanadi, Godavari, Krishna and Cauvery pass through the eastern coastal plain. 

24. The western coastal plain is rocky and narrower. The northern part of this plain is called Konkan 

while the southern part is known as Malabar. The Malabar Coast is famous for its backwaters and 

lagoons. Lagoons are salt water lake getting cut off from the main sea. 

25. Two groups of islands – the Andaman and Nicobar Islands (more than 300 islands) in the Bay of 

Bengal and the Lakshadweep Islands in the Arabian Sea. 

26. Lakshadweep Islands are formed by the deposition of skeletons of dead coral polyps (tiny sea 

organisms). Such islands are called Coral Islands. 

27. India has 29 States and 7 Union Territories. 

 

Lesson 7: climate, natural vegetation and wildlife of India 

1. Climate – India is a land of monsoon climate. The word monsoon is derived from the Arabic word 

mausim meaning season. Monsoons are the winds that change their direction with the change of 

season. In summer, they blow from sea to land and bring much rain to the country. But in winter, 

they blow from land to sea which becomes dry. 
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2. India is an agricultural country. Our farmers depend on the monsoon rain to ensure a good harvest. 

But the monsoons are not reliable in distributing rainfall to the country. 

3. Uneven distribution of rainfall leads to floods and droughts. They cause much damage to our crops. 

Thus, we need a good monsoon because it affects our lives and livelihood. 

4. There are regional differences in climate. The high mountains of the north remain cold all the year 

round. The southern part remains warm throughout the year. The eastern part receives heavy rain. 

The Great Indian Desert is so dry that sometimes the year goes without any rain. The coastal regions 

are neither too hot nor too cold because of the sea influence. The places of north and central India 

have very hot summers and very cold winters. 

5. A year in India is divided into four different seasons. They are – 

a. The Cold Season (Winter)   - December to February 

b. The Hot Season (Sumer)   - March to May 

c. Advancing Monsoon Season  - June to September 

d. Retreating Monsoon Season - October and November 

6. The Cold Season – It is generally cold and dry through the country. Clear skies, warm sunny days and 

cold nights are the common features. Coastal areas of Tamil Nadu receive abundant rain. 

7. The Hot Season – Dust storms are very common. In Northern plain, hot and dry winds, locally known 

as loo, blow frequently. Local thunderstorms occur in the north-eastern part. 

8. Advancing Monsoon Season – This is the rainy season of India. Monsoon winds blow over India from 

the south-west direction. They bring rain from the sea. The Indian peninsula divides the monsoon 

into two branches. The Arabian Sea branch and the Bay of Bengal branch. 

9. Retreating Monsoon Season – Monsoon winds begin to withdraw from the northern parts of India. 

They leave the whole country by early November. This is a transitional period from hot-wet season 

to cold-dry season. 

10. Natural Vegetation – India has different relief features like mountains, plateaus, plains and deserts. 

Climatic conditions also differ from one place to another. Relief and climate of a place determine the 

type of vegetation of that place. 

11. Based on rainfall, we divide India into five vegetation zones. They are – 

a. Tropical Evergreen Forests. 

b. Tropical Deciduous Forests. 

c. Thorn Forests. 

d. Tidal Forests. 

e. Himalayan Forests. 

12. Tropical Evergreen Forests – Found in region where rainfall is heavy. The western slope of Western 

Ghats, the north-eastern hills and Andaman and Nicobar Islands have this type of forests. The trees 

are very tall and do not shed their leaves. So, these forests look green all the year round. Mahogany, 

Rosewood and Bamboos are found in these forests. 

13. Tropical Deciduous Forests – Found in areas where rainfall is moderate. These forests are found in 

Siwaliks, eastern slopes of Western Ghats and in parts of Orissa, Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and 

Jharkhand. The trees shed their leaves during hot-dry season. They are common and are called 

monsoon forests. Teak, Sal, Sandalwood, Peepal, are important trees. 

14. Thorn Forests – Found where rainfall is low. Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat and drier parts of the Deccan 

are regions where we find these forests. Babul and Kikar, Date palm, thorny bushes and cacti are 

found in these forests. 
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15. Tidal Forests – Found in delta regions mainly in the Sundarbans. These forests can thrive in saline 

water. They are also known as Mangrove forests. Sundari is the important tree and Sundarbans 

have been named after this tree. 

16. Himalayan Forests – It differs with increase in height. Thus, in the foot-hills, tropical deciduous 

forests are found. Higher up, trees such as oak, pine, silver, fir, spruce, etc. grow. But at high 

altitudes, we find grasses, moss and lichens. 

17. Wildlife – There are many species of animals, reptiles, birds, fishes, and insects. Some of the 

important wild animals of our country are elephants, lions, tigers, rhinoceros, leopard and deer. 

18. Elephants live in the forests of Assam, Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu. The Gir Forest in Gujarat is 

the home of the Indian lion. The famous Bengal Tiger is found in the Sundarbans. Kaziranga in 

Assam is noted for its one-horned rhinoceros. Snow leopards are found in the higher regions of the 

Himalayas. The deer can be seen in most of the forests of our country. 

19. Tiger is our National Animal. But this animal has been declared as an endangered species by the 

Government of India. To protect them, Tiger Reserves have been set up in different parts of the 

country. 

20. A large variety of reptiles such as snake, pythons, cobras and lizard are found all over the country. 

Crocodiles and tortoises are common in many rivers of India. A rare variety of turtle known as Olive 

Ridely is found off the Orissa coast. 

21. Various kinds of birds are also found in the Indian forests. Peacocks, pheasants, parrots, mynahs, 

eagles, woodpecker and cranes are some of them. Peacock is our National Bird. 

22. Several sanctuaries have been set up in different parts of the country to provide natural habitat for 

wildlife. Corbett Park in Uttaranchal, Ghana in Rajasthan, Gir in Gujarat, Kanha in Madhya Pradesh, 

Kaziranga in Assam and Periyar in Kerala are some of the famous sanctuaries in India. 

23. A country should have at least one-third of its total area under forests. But India has less than one-

fourth of its area under forests. 

24. Forests are useful in many ways. They give us timber, fuel-wood, pulp, resin, honey, lac, gum, cane, 

bamboos and medicinal herbs. They also help in conserving soil. 

25. Depletion of forests causes soil erosion. It leads to the silting of river bed. This is the main reason for 

the occurrence of floods in our country. 

26. To protect our forests, government makes laws to prohibit the use of wood as fuel. 

27. Wildlife is an important asset for the nation. Tourists from other countries are attracted by the rich 

wildlife of India. 

28. To preserve the wildlife the government has set up national parks, sanctuaries and biosphere 

reserves in different parts of the country. 

29. A National Park is a reserved area meant for preserving its natural vegetation and wildlife. 

30. A Sanctuary is a reserved area meant for preservation of endangered species. 

31. A Biosphere Reserve is a large area where forests and wildlife are protected in their natural 

surroundings. 
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Lesson 8: Manipur 

1. Manipur is a hilly state of India located in the north-eastern part of the country. It is bounded on the 

east by Myanmar, on the west by Assam, on the north by Nagaland and on the south by Myanmar 

and Mizoram. 

2. The state lies in between 23°50’ N and 25°41’ N latitudes and 93°2’ E and 94°47’ E longitudes. The 

Tropic of Cancer runs very close to the southern boundary of Manipur. 

3. The state is surrounded by ranges of high hills on all sides. There is a small plain in the central part of 

it called the Imphal Valley which lies about 800 m above sea level. 

4. Manipur has a total area of 22,327 square kilometres. The Imphal Valley covers only 1,843 sq.km. 

While the hills surrounding the valley covers the remaining area of 20, 484 sq.km. Hills of Manipur 

constitute more than nine-tenth of its area. 

5. Manipur has nine districts viz. 

1) Imphal East District 

2) Imphal West District 

3) Bishnupur District 

4) Thoubal District 

5) Senapati District 

6) Tamenglong District 

7) Ukhrul District 

8) Chandel District 

9) Churachandpur District 

6. The first four districts lie in the central plain while the remaining five districts are located in the 

surrounding hills. 

7. Hills of Manipur were formed as a part of the Himalayan mountain system. 

8. According to relief features, we can divide Manipur into two major physiographic divisions viz. 

I. The Central Plain 

II. The Surrounding Hills 

9. The Central Plain – It is also known as Imphal Valley. The north-south extend is about 60 kilometres 

while the east-west extend is about 30 kilometres. This plain is not smooth and flat. Isolated hills 

and ridges are found in this plain. 

10. The Imphal Valley is formed by filling up of an ancient lake. A part of this lake is still found in the 

southern part of the valley. This lake is called the Loktak. It is a fresh-water lake and has a great 

economic importance. It is about 12 kilometres long and 8 kilometres wide. Hills in the form of 

islands such as Thanga, Karang, Ithing, etc. are located in the midst of the lake. 

11. The general slope of the Imphal Valley is from north to south. This valley is mainly drained by the 

Imphal River and its tributaries. The tributaries of Imphal River are Leimakhong, Sekmai, kongba, 

Iril, and Thoubal. The Iril joins Imphal River at Lilong and the Thoubal River joins the Imphal River at 

Mayang Imphal. 

12. The Imphal River does not fall into the Loktak instead a river called Khordak drains Loktak water to 

the Imphal River. To the south of Loktak Lake, the Imphal River is also known as Manipur River, is 

joined by the Khuga and Chakpi. It enters Myanmar and finally falls into Myittha river of Myanmar, a 

tributary of the Chindwin River, after a long journey in the Chin Hills. 

13. Another river that drains the valley is the Nambul. Nambul and Moirang fall into the Loktak Lake. 
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14. The south-western part of Manipur is a small plain formed by the deposition of alluvium brought by 

the Barak and its tributaries. The total area of this plain is less than 250 sq. km. This region has the 

lowest elevation in Manipur i.e. about 200 m above the sea level. Other small valleys in the midst of 

hills include Khoupum, Dzuko, etc. 

15. There are many lakes other than Loktak Lake. They are Waithou, Ikop, Pumlen, etc. 

16. The Surrounding Hills – The Imphal Valley divides the hill ranges into two groups – the Eastern Hills 

and the Western Hills. These two hill ranges meet in the southern part of Manipur and extend 

southwards as the Mizo and the Chin hills. 

17. The Eastern Hills runs continuous chain. Their average height is 1,500 m above the sea level and the 

length is about 200 km. Their width varies from 50 km in the north to about 30 km in the south. The 

Mapithel, Chingai, Mulain, etc. are the important ranges. 

18. The Western Hills mainly consist of parallel ridges. The total length is about 180 km. Their width 

varies from 50 km in the north to about 70 km in the south. The Yangpujilong, Daimikilong, Vangai, 

Kalanaga, etc. are the important ranges. 

19. Mount Iso (Tenipu) (2,994 m), which lies to the north-western part of Mao, is the highest peak in 

Manipur. 

20. Mount Koubru (2,562 m) is easily recognized by its humped peak. We call it Koubrugi San Marum 

because it resembles the hump of a bull. 

21. The Barak and its tributaries drain the western hills of Manipur. Some tributaries of the Barak River 

are Makru, Irang, Tipaimukh, Tuivai, Jiri, etc. The Barak flows towards Cachar and Sylhet plains 

where it is known as the Surma. It finally falls into the Brahmaputra in Bangladesh. 

22. The rivers of the Eastern hills are small and swift flowing. They are the tributaries of the Chindwin 

and the Yu river of Myanmar. 

23. The Chalou and the Chingai drain the northern parts of the Eastern hills. 


